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Preserved Washingfonio robuste creale a reim forest setting et the Mirege Hetel ond Cosino is Las Vegas.
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In addition to
helping the
environment,
preserved palms
offer numerous
advantages for
interior landscapes
— from easy
installation to
reduced mainte-
nance costs.

v Parricier Sciliin

roducing a lush, I|1||:'|-||.':||| sepng
insicke i Las Vepns casing can be
as unpredictable as rolling the
dice. While cresting the atrium ot the
Mirape Hotel and Casino, Lifescapes
International of Newpon Beach, CA,
encountered some unexpected difficulines,
sich os the IJChi!.ll!l dl:lhlh.'.'l“':,' t'il.'lll.j:'_.ll'lE
near the time of completion, To com-
pound the situation, installing the plam
material for ihe revised design would
reduire major engineering feus, in adidi-
tion 1o some help from Lady Luck
Chginally, Lifescapes Intermational had
q‘!n:-l:iﬁ-;,:l.l I'l-"ll'l}'ill'l rees { Fieuy f.lc'.lr_q'hp,l'r-:.l-
siz) for the stnum. Duning the construction,
however, the owner decided he wanted 1o
use something else, Since the building was
almost fineshed, Lifescapes Intematicnnl
now Faced the problem of getting irees of
any substantinl sise o through the dooes,
For help, the company turmed 1o Preserved
Treescapes  International  (PTI  oi
Oecanside, CA, a COMMpLNY thzi "-.lh.:L'i:Ill.-’n:'h
in creating preserved palm trees

Imeneyr Landscape

Turning Chatter into Profit

A chance conversation with his boss led Dennis Gabrick into o 56 million busir

venture. In 1984, Gabrick was working in California for o Swedish electronic b

ing ipment company. One day his boss brought in some preserved plant mtees
from Sweden (o brighten up the office. This led o o discussion sbout the matenial and
how it was preserved. Later, when the preservation solution’s invenior, Per Monie,
was translerred fo the US; Gabrick became fiends with him, As their friendship
developed. Gabrick began 1o realize the polential that Monie™s solution provided for
imderior plonts, Initially, the two L"H.F‘EI'iI'I:'II."I"I[i.."II with small-leafedd |'I|iIIII'-. gy s bom-
oo, beech and birch mees. Whole trees, however, hid to be cut down in onder (o pre-
serve them, which seemed wasteful 1o Gabrick. In addition, those early preserved

products weren't stable enough o hodd up in all environments, Dry climates made

the beaves curl up, and humid locations caused the leaves 1o droop and sag

Even afier Monbe returned 10 Sweden, Gabrick persisted and worked wath the for-
miisle; 1 wonkdn't call the eardier work & failure,” he sayvs. “[1t was] maore of o dis
appointment.”

ming away from small-leafed planis, Gabnck focosed on preserving palms and

Tinally met with success, He founded Preserved Trecscapes Interniational (FT1) in
1991 in Oceanside, CA, and began producing trees from bark and palm fronds har-
vested from growing specimens. Since that time, Gabrick has seen PTT s palms go
up in shopping centers, hotels, casinos, airline terminals, retml siores, restaurans
and ather locations around the world,

E.;i.rliu[!, T faced several {'I'I.I'I“L"'HE,"'I!\ i the |:lr|,h;||||;'|ii1|1 process, The fromds, for
example. died quickly once cut. Attempts to extend the window for frond freshness
inclucked the use of air freight and dual-driver trucks, neither of sdvich was satisfng-

Aoy, l'_'uuuu1u=|1l13r. P11 determined that production Gcilitkes need w b close to the

source of palms. Vito Milano, vice president and general monager of PTI, says, “As
a matter of fact, that was one of the decision-making fctors in locating the business
in San Diego County. There are hundreds of thousands of palm trees in the ground
being grown for exterior wse.”

Az prowih continued, this sume factor led to the establishment of a second pro-

duction facility on Pine [sland, on the southwest coast of Flonda, The Gwility in
Calilfornia is 45,000 square feet and has five production rooms, cach about 1,7
sepuire feet, The Pine Island location is 4,000 square feet and has two 1,200-50u
foot production rooms,
- Owver the years, PTI's rescarch and development department, which is headed by
Poul Guede. has determined the acceptable environmient andd amount of preservation
selution for different types of palm fronds, considering the time of vear snd the varni-
ety of patm being preserved. "Paul’s primary job is [conducting] constant research
InCc e et and making the cirment ones better, as well a5 [ensuring] ongoing
quadity of existing products;” Milano says.

The Hh:ilil:," oy creiie 'Fl:l|lll:q. and froawls ju,.'l;vurllillg loa il-_'sl.igm-r"\. viston has resuli-
el in some pnusoally elaborte designs. A recent project in Pusan, Kores, hos palims
with fronds that are shaped in a whimsical, famtasy style, The project — which con-
fins a2 shopping center, an indoor amusement park and hotel comples — features
45 palm trees that mnge in height from 20 feet to 74 feet. The wees, some of which
hove internal lighting, inclode Mexican fun palm (Washingronia robiisna), canary
date palm (Ploenix camariensis), tropecal date palm (Phroenic) amd coconut palm
{Cowos nucifera). The trees sdorn o glass atrium that encompasses several levels.

One of the more unusual designs PTT has completed was for a videographic artist.
The trunk of the tree resembled a woman's body with a television monitor placed in
the cender, The artist showed her videos on the monitor (o attrsct attention, FTT wook
the idea a step further and now displays its own unit at iwade shows, with a palm
wunk in the shape of 4 soda botile. Milano savs future plans include an inferactive
display. for customers waiting in line ot o restaurant or in a hotel fobby

The preserved trees also work well when integrating the clements of both the inie-
reor and exterior ndscape. John O'Donnell, assistant 1o the president of Parker
fﬂl:l.'l'il:l:!' P]l].l':iLF.L'apL' in-Scotch Plains, M, recalls that one of s mosd |;:.|||-|._1._-||-||]||-|E_| nadal-
lations, ai the Hilton i Phoenix, used preserved palms o5 o complement (o live rees,

Wisliingtomic robasia, which are native to the arca, were ised outside the hotel, and

eved Waskhingronfa reduara continued the theme indoors, “These trees matched
right up with the trees thit were outside.” O Donmell says, *bat the hotel did not have
10 Epend a1t of exira time and money building aoskylight and supplemental Lightine ™
o Juxsury botels to upscale shopping areas, Gabrick's simple, chance con
sation has led him 10 an exciting business, beamtifying interior landscapes arol
the waorld. His persistence and determination hns paid off in numerous ways, “What
began o a disappointmient.” he sayvs, “os wmed oul 1o be a growth ared for us,”
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Left, top: The construction of the frees ollows
boge spedmens to be Installed indasrs without
wiing mojor equipment or olfering the structure of
the building.

Left, Bottom: Even when pleced under @ skylight
o in @ ghass otrium, the preserved palms retain
their notwral eppearonce without the folioge
foding or cerfing.

Julie Brmkerhodf-Jacobs, exccutive vice
president of Lifescapes International, con-
acted Pl to help creale ihe rain fooest
elfect that the owner wanted, PTT resolved
ihe problem with preserved trecs, oreating
i CANGEY OVEr i entire mram wilkway
by bending steel templates 1o shape and
“banlding™ o senes of Mexican Tun palms
{ Wershiingienrier readinisdi ),

“Nou canactully shape the kind of palm
free you want,” LU Erinkerlwll-Jacohs, =
wis a1 very difficult situation, bul we were
able to shape it to the specifications we
wanied, That [option] hadn’t existed before
thi project. so it wis o big sdvaniage ™

Solving difficuln problems iwnd meeting
'.IIIII'\I.I..'li I|.""I|I.I|.\_"-||.h LIS s |h||_|'|||'|1_' T W
for Preserved Treescapes. Everything FT1
||II|II!I.|\.'|."\- 1% custom-miule. |'||-||1|+.l..|||_|_r
urchitectuml drawengs or owner specifica
tios, O usgomieaton poes  from Jele-
ments| as simple as height, all the way
through a Tantasy-1y [ae tree, 1 the desipn-
er soes that,™ L Wito Milimo, viee prics-
slent and peneral manoger of FTIL,

Building the Perfedt Tree
T gather the matenals for the preserved
trees, PTT uses o method o harvest palm
fronds and leal shesths Fark frism
living wees without domaging the palm.
Contract growers allow the harvesting of
their |:'r\.|||'|'|.~\.I Trowdls and bk while thear
LU I8 ErOwWing

This system works well for both FT1
angd the growvers. The growers” orops ane
routinely pruncd, and ihe rees remain
healthy, growing until they resch 4 swit-
able height to be sold for exterior e
[nstead of throwing away fronds or letting
palins overgrow and become  stunted,
though, srowers sell the folinpe wwd birk
i FTT for preservation

FIT s production facilitics ane close o jhe
sodiiee of ||'|.'|||||_: |:l.|||l|-_ which s eritical to
thee preservidion process, Although the bk
i naurally preserved by Mother Noqune, the
fronds must be harvested and put. ino o
preseTvaisn ssluEon within howrs, “You
minst remember that immedinely upon sev-
erng that frond fren the oo system, i
h::_"ill'u o e, ™' LH RS Dennes Gabsrick, presi-
dent of Preserved Treescapes

Omce the fronds are harvested, they are
rushed in refrigerated trucks o a produsc-
tion  facility, In 1.'|:|1.||l.:-|1||'|l.'|||.|||:.' 0N
tronl el Py, ench feond = col on the bid-
tom o open up s capillanics, The cul
ends are then wlll!rlm':p:ﬂl '.'\|':I'|I'|.'.'|“:||' 1



troughs that contain the preservation solu-
tion, with sufficient spacing between the
fronds to allow aeration.

The palm fronds drink up the mixture
just as fresh cot flowers or Christmas rees
continue 1o draw up liquid after being cut.
“We actually coax this plant to exchange
its natural solution with our preservation
solution by creating an acceptable envi-
roenment and solution,” says Milano.

Seven to 10 days later, depending on
the time of year, the fronds are moved to
siorage  im environment-controlled
rooms, They're placed on racks for four
to six weeks, which allows the chloro-
phyll to dissipate, leaving behind only
the preservation solution.

The solution contains dyes and chemi-
cils bo mainiain a color even under
harsh sunlight, while leaving the fronds
sofl and supple, hMilano says. Moreover,
the solution reportedly makes the fronds
fire retardant. “There's a fire retardant
inside that meets all the codes for com-
mercial installation,” he explains,

In addition, the mixture is completely
nontoxic, Gabrick says. "We use either
food or cosmetic- chemicals 1 pro-
duce a completely nontoxic solution,” he
continues, “It's so nontoxic that we've
received permission from [the city of]
Oeceanside to dispose any residwal left after
the process right down the sewer system,”

After the storage period, workers per-
form a final guality check on the fronds.
“We don’t know why, but 5 to 10 percent
of them don’t preserve for some reason. IF
the solution didn't take, we know right
away becanse we'll have & brown frond,”
says Gabrick,

In addition to preserving the fronds, FT1
sl creste a trunk for each tree, There ame
different methods for creafing the trunks.
Each contains an anificial core, which is
made of anything from plastic pipe to dou-
ble-wall schedule 40 steel, depending on the
type and size of the tree that’s being pro-
ducad. Mechanical banding is used 10 antach
the bark, which receives a topical application
of fire retardant. A high-density foam picce,
called the palm head, 15 made ing o
the likeness of the tree that is being replicat-
od and attached to the top of the trunk.

The foliage is then fastened to the palm
head by maleffemale friction-fit cou-
plings. The number of holes and the
angles in the couplings are predetermined
according to the type of palm being creat-
ed. As a result, when the fronds are
slipped into the receptacle, they are
aligned 1o correctly replicate how the
palm looks in nature,

The Perks of Preservation

Preserved palms offer a number of advan-
tages for wse in interior landscapes.
Unlike live specimens, preserved palms
don't need walering, pruning or fertiliz-
ing. They don't have any insect or disease

Two people can
carry a 30-foot
palm through a
standard door.
Three people
can put it up
within an hour.

problems. They won't oulgrow their
space or scale, and they won't die in a few
years and require replacement.

Preserved palms also provide several
economic advantages. While the initial cost
mﬂl:,'htlljglmfm'uprm:ﬁtdn'ﬂll'mfﬂf
o live specimen, the long-ferm costs may
prove more economical. A 15- to 18-foot
preserved fan palm, for example, costs
about 52,000, acconding to Milano, A live
specimen of approximately the same size
will cost about %1,500, he says.

After the initial purchase, customers
may start to realize savings as soon as the
installation process. Due to the construc-
tion method of the trees, no special trans-
portation is required, and installation can
be done by local qualified landscape con-
tractors. The trunk and fronds are
shipped separstely, by common carrier,
in mrmﬁrtcd boxes. Two people can
carry a 3-foot palm through a standard
door, Three people can pul up the speci-
men in & lobby within an howr.

“The unexpected advantage [of using
preserved palms] was the ease of installa-
tion,” says John O'Donnell, assistant &
the president of Parker Interior Plantscape
in Scotch Plains, MJ, “When we first used
them, we truly didn’t know how easy they
wotld be, but it's very simple.”

Renovations in existing buildings are
particularly good candidates for preserved
palms. Since the palms can be carried in
through the doors, cranes do not have to
be used, and walls or ceilings can remain
intact. Furthermore, expensive skylights
and custom interior lighting do not have
to be added. This, in turn, leads to savings
on the general heating and air condition-
ing system of the building.

“By changing 12 live trees to 12 of our
trees, we saved a project over $4 million in
architectural costs,” Gabrick explains, “The
floor lond bearing didn’t have to be what it
needed to be using live specimens. The
druinage and watering systems were elimi-
mated, The skylights were changed, which
changed the heat load in the building. We
eliminated the ongoing mainienance Cosis
and energy costs that would have been
mvolved with a ceiling that allowed all the
intense light for the large specimens.”

Onee inside, contractors can fasten a

tree by bolting it to a concrete slab, Then
an aboveground facade, which looks like

a deep well planter, can be built around
the tree. The planter can then house ir
vidual containers of live plants, a pracy,_/
that FTI en¢ourages.

“The money that is saved in an interior
landscape by not spending the money for
ongoing maintenance could be redirected
to seasonal underplantings, Seasonal
color roiation means more to a building
customer or consumer as they walk
through than the ongoing maintenance of
live trees,” Gabrick points oot

Additionally, ed trees ane seismi-
cally engineerad, which means if someone
or something runs into them, or if there is
an earthquake, they will remain standing.
Because there’s no rool ball, they are con-
sidered the same as any other interior fur-
nishing product, such a5 a |'lght post, and
mast meet building code specifications,

“When you're bending a trec that goes
over a walkway that's going to have thou-
sands of people underneath it, you better
make sure that the tree’s pol going (o
break over time and that it will support its
weight over the years,” says Gabrick. “So
we make sure that anything we do is engi-
neered structurally and seismically.”

Preserved palms also create a uniform
appearance and fit specifications exactly.
“If someone neads 40 trees ot 20 feet [high],
we can produce them. No one has to chyes.
arcund nurseries trying o find exact sp
mens that look the same,” Gabrick ﬁ:.'s!‘-.....-f

Finally, the palms provide a natural,
realistic a ce, which often sur-
prises skeplical customers. “The cus-
tomer, because they hear the word “pre-
served,” they aren’t expecting the prod-
uct o be as nice as it 15. 'We've always
been grested with oohs and ahhs when
wie're done because [ don’t think they
anticipate it to be as nice as the product
really is.” says (' Donnell.

Preserved palms offer a oumber of
benefits for an interior landscape, from
providing long-term cost savings [o creal-
ing a mass of green foliage where live
specimens cannol grow. “We get calls
from clients that always want to put these
magnificent gardens inside areas where
there is mo light,” says Brinkerhofi-
Jacobs, “If you want the landscape to look
real, preserved trees are the best solution.”

Parricia Scullin is a freelance writer,
specializing in horticuliure and agricul-
ture, and a certified Florida Masrer
Grardener,

Reprinted from Inferior Landscape,
Winter 1996,

For reprints of articles published in
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