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A Sense of Place

The Sheraon Bal Harbour Beach Hesorr in Bal Harbour, FL, was huile in 1954,
Althougth the 608-room hotel had undergone several redecorating clfors over the years,
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wniguely Floridian in a setting thart is more funciional,

Michols Brosch & Sandoval of Corl Gables, FL, was retained for the architecrural
renovation of the project. which inclwded enrirely redesigning the lobby and other public
arcas ol the reson. According o principal, Greg Sandoval che facilicy's lobby neaded o
be complerely transtormed vo bring it from a dark and featureless space o a well-lighred
and open space. This was accomplished with a cdear delincation of spaces and with larpe
bright windows that capiralize on the best views available

“1'he bbby was 3 POy u'_l'_g'_-.~|:|.||lr-:|. AprELCE with g contineous u.-.||| nl'l;lj-n-. ||-|.|1 pre-
sented antracrive and unatcracnve views,” says Sandoval. "It was one large, undifferentia-
od space. We divided the lobby, creating two geomerric shaped spaces that now have
disgince purposes,”

Now, with a clear delincarion berween the spaces, there is acrually 3 purer definition
for thie activities that take |I|Ju't' in cach ares, The sockal IkCCTnng and cockeail ancas are in
the circular shaped portion of the lobhby, which features a cream colored floor of

Botricing marble broken inte huge flagstones. Floor o ceiling windows ar the back of the
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circular lobby provide a specracular view of the resort’s lush landscape and pool, as well as

the ncean

The center of the lobby is domimared by a owening avrivm thar hoases specially-pre

served palm rrees and is highlighred by a sculprune entided Syaichronicity by California
AFTISE, Iuhn Galbert Luchtow, l'n|1:p||.'||1r.'|1l-|||1.: el ﬂl.l'ﬂ-"« of the :"H.”I[“.“: and bardle imio the
diagonal columns around the arrium are sccenting stacks of bark-edped pieces af plate
glass by Bolae, The same theme is contnued in a divider berween the bar area and rhe cir-
cuilar simimease to the lower level

The rectangular portion of the lobby is for regisimnon and check out services, This
are hides cermain service-related functions for o sleeker, eleaner feel 1o the design. Fo
example, the previows desigm had clumsy provisions far handicapped scoess and a cumber-
sorne lugpape handling proc eddure. Mo, with special ramps, the sew design not only pro
vides for ey wheelchair acoess, bur alse for a more graceful as well as hidden process of

LLEL, ilH.'. .“I"J-'Hl-'-'l' Llirn'll:l.- fromi curbside to the E.-_uc.'-:'s PO,

Ogeanic Diesign
A ream of designers from HimschfBedner and Assocane. Atkania, GA, Ininig_,'jlni the ine-
riors of the public areas, conference conter and penthouse suives at the resort, According
to Holly Kappes, an associare with Hirschf/Bedner, the design concept was inspared by the

beach, the ocean and wopical Florida greenery. The concepr creates a mostly newmal
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palaee of colers in natural maeniabs for the walls, pilasters, hard flooring and wood panel-
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world recopnice the sophisticated Flonda sople,”

Highly-figured English syveamare i wied for most of the paneling, millwork, doors,
cabinctry and beams dar are found I|'lt1'llll.'.||u|ll the |ll||l||l. areas of the resorr, The sleck
pamcled walls have penerows crown maoldings. Oither wall sreammenes include an elogan
waoven grass wallpaper and a highly-resmred custom wall covering with a rich, stucco-like
paper Fan design in a newral shade,
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that furnish the frone ol the lobby, are An Deco-inspired. The deep agua leather s offser
with throw pillows in a Caribbean floral design with a bright vellow background accent-
ing a print of magenc and green.

Fhe mosdly cool-colored arvwork, including original painoings and collages, as well as
the nich, resured l..|l|'l|.1ill|.'.. ||.|-|C|| to accent and differentiane CTis TR I addition, these
wspects of the design are the elememis that make the property appropriate for South
Flarada, sis Kappa.

I'he new Exccurive Conference Cenrer on the [ower level has @ more formal aoma

sphere than rthe rest of the boceld resar, bur nevembeless exudes a feeling thar is undenably
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shades enhance the conference cenier'’s sense of place, 3 do the wrmces thar are locared

acjacent w several of the meeting rooms.

Room on Top
Perched atop the hotel s the Presidential Suite, which the designers ar Himch!Bedner ren
ovated from scratch. According o Kappes, the suite has a residential armosphere, bur is
appropriate for small business meetings
“Colummns and beams define the SR e KAVE HJ.|1|1w.. “Uine side is the leini_l. area, whch
alwo can be used as a conference rooam. The other side is for lounging and entertaining.”
Within the suire, components of the reon’s new design are ned togeder using cream
colored markle and emerald green barders in the Hooring and vivid colors in the deco fur
||i:-.|||r|a'_h. accessonies and arrwoarl. Surrounded on theee sides |'|:|' CACTOLNS -:..|||i:l|l||.'|.| ter-

races, the suire offers views of the ocean, the Ineracsasal Warerway and Miami,
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